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To the World.



“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

-John 3:16-
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Love, From Jesus, to You
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only  begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16, NKJV).

Loved. 

It’s a word we use when we remember the best things of 
our lives. “I loved her,” or, “I loved being there.” When we 
love, our hearts long for a chance to get back to that moment, 
or that person. It’s a powerful word that should be used with 
great care. It’s a word that takes our hearts and minds to a 
different place, if only for a moment, as we think of the day; 
the feeling; the person. To define it accurately is an art, not a 
science, and it changes expressions as we go through different 
seasons in life. 

A person can fall in love from the moment they meet 
someone.  After getting married, they continue to love each 
other. It may never become weaker. In fact, it may get much 
stronger. Still, to define such love after only a year of marriage 
is different from defining it after the moment they met. Then 
later, children come into the picture. Love becomes different. 
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By this time, it is no longer an infatuation of beauty or person-
ality. It becomes responsibility. It also becomes a commitment 
to a growing family. 

Afterwards, love continues, but still, it grows different 
as the lovers begin to discover their better, and their worse. 
They begin to see beyond some of the pretense that came with 
courtship, and even early marriage. They begin to see each 
other endure trials and character challenges. Life tests them 
often, and their character gets revealed as imperfect; flawed – 
even ugly at times. For richer or poorer, and in sickness and 
health, she sees him in dark moments, as he does, her. Still, 
love may not die at all. Years later, the love they have is de-
fined in a different way than earlier in their marriage. It is also 
shared with their children, who they will soon grow to  love in 
a different way than they love each other. 

How do we define love? 
Despite the different phases of life, and the different types 

of love they experience, there is one thing that becomes more 
and more clear: For a relationship to survive, true love must 
remain, in all seasons. Just as love exists in a marriage, God 
loves us. But, what does that really mean? Is it the same for 
you as it is for everyone else? And, what about those who have 
only known rejection and abuse all their life? How do they see 
love? How do they define love when we tell them “Jesus loves 
you”?  If God loves everyone, how does the one who hates oth-
ers, see love? How do the fearful see it? Jesus loves little chil-
dren, as well as elders, but is this love the same to both? And, 
how is it measured? Who defines its depth and its height? 
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How do we define this love, which is shrouded in mystery but 
evident towards us from an unseen God who knows us better 
than we know ourselves? 

“...to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:19).

God’s love is something which passes knowledge. It’s love 
beyond definition; beyond the most beautiful words in your 
language. It’s love in a way that can’t be adequately defined 
by the human tongue, filling you with itself! Wouldn’t it be 
nice to just end there, and lift up our hands and adore our 
Savior as He fills our spirit with His tangible presence? Just...
Him. Imagine a day where the invisible wall that stubbornly 
separates us from Him falls apart, making way for the glory 
of His presence and unfettered access to the God of the uni-
verse! But here we are with hearts longing for more because 
we know there is to a great degree, a separation. We can quote 
scriptures passionately about his inseparable love, and still, we 
continue religious (or non-religious) lives empty, even though 
God longs for us to experience His tangible and ever-present 
love. There has to be a way for us to access this love from God! 
If not, then why should it exist? Yet, it exists, waiting for us to 
come close to Him, if only we could. 

How Can He Love Us? 
Here we are in all of our sin, as men and women who are 

nothing much to love – at least in the light of a perfect and 
pure, holy God. In all honesty, we are limited in our ability to 
reach Him. Even with our most outstretched hands, we can-
not reach far enough to touch Him. No, on our own and in 
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ourselves, there is nothing we have that He could ever want. 
Dead in our sins, we all have need of a God who is willing to 
have a love relationship that purely is one-sided. For, what love 
should we offer that He has not already placed in our hearts? 

In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10, 
NRSV).

All of the love we can muster up in our soul means noth-
ing. All the feelings, the expression, the shouting, the long-
ing…all of these amount to speaking into the wind until the 
day His radical, boundless, reaching love is revealed to us in 
the form of a cross. 

For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly (Romans 5:8). 

There it is again, that one-sided love. It’s that love we 
cannot reciprocate. We are “the ungodly” who were without 
strength. Christ is the One who loved us and died for us. He 
shed real blood, and felt real pain. With nothing good in our-
selves, and righteousness as filthy rags, we have little to offer 
except this one thing: Belief.

The Convinced Heart
…that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation (Romans 
10:9-10).
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We often see the love of God through the lens of our own 

hurt and pain, even suspecting God is the source of our abuse. 
“If God loves me, then why...?” Fill in the blanks. Our Chris-
tian mind believes everything about the Bible, but the heart 
is often not convinced. There is a saying that states that, “The 
mind can be convinced, but the heart must be won.” Accord-
ing to Romans 10:10, belief lives in the heart, not the mind. 
Any one of us can seek to understand skydiving after thor-
oughly studying all of the details of what to do prior to jump-
ing out of the airplane, but we cannot say we truly believe we 
can do it until the moment of truth.  That moment of truth 
is the time in which our mind and heart must reconcile, and 
a decision of belief must be made. If our heart truly believes 
what our mind is saying, we’ll jump out of the airplane. How-
ever, if there is no reconciliation, we will cling on for dear life. 

The same is true with God. 

It is good to read the scriptures, but if it’s only a mental 
exercise, there’s little benefit. The only way it truly benefits is if 
it makes it from the mind, to the heart. But what if at the mo-
ment of truth, our enlightened mind meets a darkened heart? 
What if the good mental exercise of Bible study meets a dark 
heart that is not prepared to receive the information coming 
from the mind? 

Again, true belief lives in the heart. It will discern what is 
true and actionable, and what is not.  In the case of faith in 
God, many cling on to dear life – the old life; the faithless life; 
the sinful life with a darkened heart because they view God 
through the lens of their own torment. The mind says “God 
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loves me!” Then somewhere between the transition from mind 
to heart, the questions comes, “If God loves me, then why...” 
Finally, the heart questions His love and asks, “Does He really 
love me, or...?” So, some continue to live in their torment, but 
go to church every Sunday. They sing on the worship team. 
They may even be the pastor of a church, going through reli-
gious motions without the knowledge of His love ever reach-
ing their heart, never truly believing that God loves them – or 
why such love even exists. 

So many of us live with the knowledge of the truth, but 
suffer on without the “...love that passes knowledge.” These dear 
Christians live on with a God problem, and a love problem. 
Thankfully, there is an answer to that. The answer is belief —
true belief, which is more than the reward for a mental accom-
plishment, but a response to love. It says, “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believes...” Does your heart long to respond to love without 
feeling the need to wrestle with your understanding of all the 
information? Understanding comes in time, but your response 
to love must be a priority, today. The heart must be won, and 
Jesus loves you.  

What Does Love Do? 
“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because 
fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made per-
fect in love” (1 John 4:18).

God’s love casts out fear. It enables us to be vulnerable, 
knowing that the One who loves us will not take advantage of 
our vulnerability. True love will see our vulnerability, and cov-
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er it. True love will heal it. True love will cast out the tormen-
tor. Fear has torment. Love has comfort. 

Have you ever been comfortable around someone? A 
person with whom you can be comfortable can see you at 
your worst, and will still view you as a companion. They may 
argue with you, listen to you share choice words with them, 
see you at your absolute worst, and then have dinner after-
wards. They cry when you cry. If hardship comes for you, they 
come to your aid, no matter what. You can laugh hard around 
them, throw your head backwards, eyes closed, and snorting! 
Then, you’ll laugh harder because they laughed at the way you 
laughed! They are hard to find, but there are indeed friends 
who stick closer than a brother. Their love brings comfort, and 
rest – like God. 

“The Lord your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; 
He will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with 
His love, He will rejoice over you with singing” (Zephaniah 
3:17).

Love brings comfort. It brings quiet to the restless soul. It 
celebrates us with no strings attached. And, the Mighty One 
loves you. For God so loved...even in a tumultuous world, 
He loves. Even when sin is everywhere, He loves. Even in His 
wrath toward evil and ungodliness in this world, the Mighty 
One will save, and He will love – even in a world that is falling 
apart. 

Love and the Cross
The Son of God was given so that those who believe would 
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not eternally perish. This all happened because of the cross 
– the centerpiece of all human history. The Son was given by 
the Father to be a perfect sacrifice for the iniquity of mankind. 
The wrath of God towards us all because of our sins has been 
stayed, enabling us to commune with God according to our 
original design – His perfect image. This glorious cross effec-
tively ended our God problem – and our love problem. 

In Christ alone, Who took on flesh,

Fullness of God in helpless babe!

This gift of love and righteousness,

Scorned by the ones He came to save.

Till on that cross as Jesus died,

The wrath of God was satisfied;

For ev’ry sin on Him was laid—

Here in the death of Christ I live.

– In Christ Alone

“For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.  So, when this corruptible has put on 
incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swal-
lowed up in victory.” (1 Corinthians 15:53-54)

This is the good news of the gospel – those who believe are 
no longer tied to the penalty of sin because God’s wrath has 
been satisfied. Through the sacrifice of Christ, God made a 
way to separate those He loved, from the sin to which we were 
bound. Therefore, sin and death have their eternal judgment, 
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but those who believe have eternal life. The words of John 
Newton ring true here as he penned these words in the time-
less hymn, Amazing Grace:

When we’ve been there ten-thousand years

Bright shining as the sun

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

Than when we first begun!

On this side of life, we may have struggles and trials. We 
may shed tears and nurse pain at times. Sadly, there is more 
suffering to go around than anyone can measure. But even 
as those things seem overwhelming, they are for a moment. 
There is an eternal glory that awaits us that far outlasts all 
suffering and all pain. Whoever believes in the Son of God has 
everlasting life. It is more than longevity. It is life in its purest 
sense. It is streams of mercy and grace that triumphs over all 
guilt, and all shame. It is peace that surpasses all understand-
ing; a highway of holiness where Zion comes with singing 
with everlasting joy!

“A highway shall be there, and a road, and it shall be called the 
Highway of Holiness. The unclean shall not pass over it, but it 
shall be for others. Whoever walks the road, although a fool, 
shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous 
beast go up on it; it shall not be found there, but the redeemed 
shall walk there, and the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on their heads. 
They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away” (Isaiah 35:8-10).
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Yes, we’ll get there, and all struggles will pass away, but the 

Word of God will never, ever, ever pass away. It is settled in 
heaven, and will remain true and steadfast. Your longing to 
see the Lord will conclude in a stunning display of glory and 
grandeur, where our eternal home will come down from heav-
en, being heralded by the heavenly hosts!

“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Be-
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with 
them and be their God.  And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have 
passed away” (Revelation 21:2-4).

The announcement and the feast is for those who believe. 
It is the celebration of eternity, where the former things have 
passed away. This redemption – this glorious redemption was 
purchased with the suffering of Jesus Christ. And the reward 
for His suffering is you. Yes. He suffered for you – not just to 
take away your sins, but to be able to receive you, because He 
loves you. The Bible tells us, “…Christ also loved the church 
and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her 
with the washing of water by the word, that He might present 
her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish” 
(Ephesians 5:25-27). 
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A Life That Demonstrates our Belief
Perfected. Imagine that. Yes, it’s true. One day, we will see 

the perfection of who we really are – that person God had 
in mind when He created us. This was the goal of John 3:16. 
Eternal life wasn’t just about longevity. It was about the perfec-
tion of the beloved Church of Jesus Christ. It almost seems too 
good to be true, but with God, it is too good not to be true. 
For God so loved...us.

Through faith in Jesus Christ, we have the assurance of 
seeing Him face-to-face one day. All we must do is live a life 
that demonstrates our belief in Jesus Christ. To demonstrate 
our belief in Him means that we are servants to both God and 
mankind. It means that we are worshipers of God and a com-
mitted devotee to His Word. It means that we live life, empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit to give to Him, and serve Him daily. It 
also means that despite our tendency to stumble, we rely on 
the mercy of God to pick us up and usher us to deeper places 
in Him, where sin becomes a stranger, and He is our constant 
companion. This type of life takes us from being believers, to 
disciples because His love now lives in our hearts, and not just 
our mind. 

Abandoning Our Ways
One of the most sobering realities of life is that God is big 

enough to love and restore sinful people. Could you imagine 
loving someone who is determined to do everything they can 
to displease you; someone who wants nothing more than to 
mock you, curse you, and then, remove you far from their 
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memory? This describes the world that God loves, and we 
are all a part of it. Jesus showed His love by sacrifice, making 
himself “...of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:7-9). 
God Himself said that our righteousness was as “filthy rags” 
(Romans 3:10). In His sight, there is no worthiness in us that 
would command any sacrifice at all. Yet, He still loved us, 
despite our ever-present sins that kept us separated from Him, 
and destined for eternal judgment.

He expressed His love by sacrificing everything. Now, He 
is waiting for us to run to Him so He can change us. Still, that 
“run” requires belief – true belief. It requires the kind of belief 
that will make us abandon the agenda of our own lives, and 
cling to His desire. When we come into a relationship with 
God, it is the end of our life, and the beginning of His life in 
us. Yes, belief is costly. It may put you at odds with friends, 
family and career. It may put you at odds with your own hab-
its, and your sins. You may be convinced that your habits are 
not sinful, but belief requires that you abandon your ways, in 
exchange for His ways. Although salvation is a free gift, it is 
not a cheap gift. This great salvation cost the very blood of Je-
sus, the Son of God. He paid the ultimate price for us to stand 
before God, blameless, and holy. We also have a price to pay. 
God wants our sins. He wants the former “you” to be in total 
submission to Him. This requires more than a simple prayer 
to receive Jesus as Savior. 
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There is a Claim on Your Life
All people, from the day they are born, have a claim on 

their life. That claim is from sin, which seeks to own every 
life on earth, including yours. Until you responded to the 
Holy Spirit’s call to know Jesus Christ, you were owned by sin, 
and trapped in an inescapable reality – you were destined to 
perish; to experience an eternity without God, in hell. This 
is what the scripture means when it says, “perish.” It is the 
word. “apollumi” in Greek, which means to “devote or give 
over to eternal misery in hell.” It is the place that is described 
by Jesus in Mark 9:44, “...where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched.” Because of our sins, this is the place we 
all deserve, “for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God” (Romans 3:23). None of us could be holy enough, or 
righteous enough to reach a perfect God. Yet, through His 
love, He reached us in our sinful state, and, despite our actions 
(which made us worthy of eternal punishment), He refuses to 
acknowledge the sins of those who respond to the Holy Spir-
it’s call to believe in Him. Our deliverance from eternal hell 
comes only through belief, and the demonstration of belief. 
Those who reject Him through their actions and unbelief risk 
an eternity separated from Him in total damnation. 

There are some modern theologians who often try to ex-
plain away such a terrible reality with theories too numerous 
to count. They tell you there is no hell at all, and that there is 
no sin. And still, they perish – every one of them, one after 
another, with no control over an impending death. In the final 
days of mankind as we know it, the scriptures tell us that “...
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death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man according to their works. And death 
and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:13-15). This is a de-
scription of everlasting death for those who perish. It is tor-
ment, and it is final.

Life is just the opposite, especially when we speak of eter-
nal, everlasting life. The word “life” in this verse means, “life 
real and genuine, a life active and vigorous, devoted to God, 
blessed, in the portion even in this world of those who put their 
trust in Christ, but after the resurrection to be consummated 
by new accessions (among them a more perfect body), and to 
last forever.” Life is what the Father is pleased to give all who 
believe.

You don’t have to be owned by sin anymore. Neither are 
you numbered among those who perish, if you have truly giv-
en your heart to Him. Through the ownership of sin, eternal 
death awaits those who reject Jesus Christ. But, through the 
righteousness of Christ, eternal life belongs to you.

Going Beyond Belief
This great salvation cost the very blood of Jesus, Son of 

God. He wants the former “you” to be in total submission to 
Him. This requires more than a simple prayer to receive Jesus 
as Savior. 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
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heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 
and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare 
to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness!”(Matthew :21-23).

God does not want a sinner’s prayer. He wants a righteous 
life, of prayer and repentance. Most of all, He wants to know 
you. The throngs of people who fill churches around the world 
to pray a sinner’s prayer, only to continue on to live a life in 
defiance to the words of Christ only add to the numbers of the 
departed – the separated from Christ. Some may think this 
is a focus on works instead of faith, but the scriptures tell us 
differently. 

But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show 
me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith 
by my works. You believe that there is one God. You do well. 
Even the demons believe—and tremble! But do you want to 
know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? (James 
2:18-19). 

A confession of belief alone is not the path to salvation.  As 
the scripture tells us, even demons believe, and tremble. God 
wants acts to demonstrate that we actually believe. To confess 
only is to talk alone, with no action to demonstrate the con-
fession. God’s desire is conviction. Conviction works differ-
ently. It is not satisfied with a confession of faith, and will not 
rest with the words of our mouth. Conviction jumps out of 
the airplane after studying rigorously, the act of skydiving. It 
believes, and then it acts. The gift of God is far too precious to 
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be secured by a heartless recital. It must be secured by a con-
viction which abandons self-ownership in exchange for a life 
that totally belongs to God. 

A Life of Conviction
Here is a statement which defines conviction, written by 

the Apostle Paul as he suffered in a Roman prison, “…accord-
ing to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall 
be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ 
will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. For to 
me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain (Philippians 1:20-21).

Christ shall be magnified in my body, by life or death. 
That’s conviction which goes beyond nominal Christianity and 
a once a week visit to church. It should be the conviction of 
every Christian who loves God. The word love in its original 
intention is the word agape which denotes sacrificial love – a 
love that is willing to interrupt life for the sake of another. 
This is the type of love God has for us, and the type of love we 
should have for God. If we are willing to sacrifice our sinful 
tendencies, we can be in a position to receive this glorious, 
sacrificial love of Jesus Christ. If we are not willing, how can 
we expect anything from God? Self-sacrifice what’s expected 
of Christians who want to demonstrate true belief. 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and per-
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fect will of God” (Romans 12:1).

Imagine proving the good, acceptable, perfect will of God. 
Think about it for a moment. Imagine living a life which God 
calls, “perfect.” Imagine there is no question of the will of God 
in your life; a life where you and God walk totally in tune, and 
you are being directed completely by Him at all times. This is 
what happens when you present yourself a living sacrifice. You 
develop a life of conviction and, you’ll never want to depart 
from it. A life of conviction is one which refuses to conform 
to the activities and sinful tendencies of the world. It is to be 
holy and by extension, acceptable to God. Something happens 
when we go this route: our lives begin to prove something. 
A change happens which separates you from the ways of the 
world. Consequently, the perfect will of God will begin to 
sprout through you, and He will start something inside of you 
which can bring life. 

Sacrificial Love Towards others
 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not 
parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not 
seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things (1Corinthains 13:4-7).

These are all attributes of a person who has begun walking 
in sacrificial love. It is what makes it evident that you have 
Christ in your life. No matter what gifts and abilities you have 
for the use of the church; no matter how often you volunteer; 
no matter how committed you are to your family, it is His love 
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through you, towards others that matters.

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 
for one another” (John 13:35).

It probably wouldn’t end atheism, but it would certainly 
turn more than one unbelieving soul to God, if we all fol-
lowed the words of Jesus to love one another – even those with 
whom we have different lifestyle choices, and different doc-
trinal influences. This is about the person. We do not have to 
love their beliefs or their actions, or even their lifestyle choic-
es. We simply have to love the person who God has created. 
Yes, to be considered a child of God, Jesus wants us to love 
everyone. 

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” 
(1 John 4:11).

This lost world preaches tolerance. But the Bible never 
tells us to tolerate one another. It tells us to love, which is 
much deeper. This love goes beyond the actions of others, and 
commands us to love as Christ has loved us. Even the vilest 
of sinners ought to receive love from the Christian believer, 
as we ourselves could be just as vile and sinful if we weren’t 
being continually cleansed by God. This is not to say there is 
no place for correction and instruction, but love must be the 
starting point, and the sustaining influence over everything we 
do. Jesus Himself has strict standards by which we must walk:

“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, 
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Fa-
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ther in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 
5:44).

We cannot say we are God’s children if we do not love – 
even our enemies and those who curse us; hate us; spitefully 
use us and persecute us. The adherence to doctrinal standards, 
denominational rules and cultural traditions mean nothing to 
God if they are not predicated by love – sacrificial love – even 
love which costs us our very lives. This is the standard, and it 
is sometimes hard. The Christian walk was never meant to be 
easy. It is a narrow road which must be walked with the great-
est care. If we choose not to walk in such love, we cannot be 
sons and daughters of God. Such love is how “belief ” in John 
3:16, “…that whoever believes…” is demonstrated. It carries 
far more weight than your political beliefs, your cultural stan-
dards, or your racial pride. The command to love is the grand-
est of all commandments, and should never be taken lightly. 

“Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first 
commandment. And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment 
greater than these” (Mark 12:30-31).

There it is – the first of all commandments is to love God. 
The second is to love your neighbor as yourself. Let us never 
falter here. Love is hard sometimes, but it is strong. The weight 
of this command can be heavy, but to master this is to have 
true life. You cannot truly be a son or daughter of God if you 
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Beginning the 316 Journey
do not have this chief of virtues. 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and every-
one who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not 
love does not know God, for God is love” (1 John 4:7-8).

Do you see it again? And remember, love is not a vague 
feeling you have for someone whose company you enjoy. It is a 
self-sacrificing command, and the gauge by which God mea-
sures your knowledge of Him. Yet, to master this is to enter 
into everlasting life, because you have demonstrated your 
belief in Him. You have shown all men that you are a disciple 
of Christ by, “…your love one for another (John 13:35).” 

The everlasting life promised in John 3:16 is more than 
longevity. The word life in this verse means life in its purest 
sense; the life of God. It is not something earned through 
good works. It is received through demonstrated belief. This 
belief is demonstrated through a life that is consecrated and 
holy – a life of sacrifice. It is more than a prayer. It is the en-
trance into eternal life, starting today. It is a glorious start of 
a journey of a lifetime. Yes, everlasting life begins now, if you 
believe. 
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Start this Journey
Today, pray and ask Jesus Christ into your life. Commit to 

following Him with all your heart, demonstrating your com-
mitment through holy living and faith in God. Learn about 
Jesus through Bible study and time spent with others who 
have truly given their lives to God. 

Prayer of Repentance and Salvation
Dear Father, I come to you a sinner, in need of salvation. I ac-
knowledge that I have sinned, and fallen short of God’s standard, 
and am in desperate need of a Savior. I ask for forgiveness of my 
sins, in full repentance of the sins I have committed.  By faith, 
I believe that Jesus died on the cross to take away my sins, so 
that I can become righteous through His grace, alone. I accept my 
salvation by grace, and today, I receive Jesus Christ as my Lord 
and Savior so that I might be born-again. Today, I choose to turn 
away from a lifestyle that would cause me to perish, and embrace 

life, everlasting in Christ, alone. Amen. 



We Are First Love Fellowship! 
We invite you to become a part of First Love Online 

Church. Here, you will recieve messages from FLF, introduc-
tion to our private social Network, and invitations to events 
and activities at our churches in several cities.  Just scan the 
QR code to engage with FLF and continue your road to true 
discipleship. 

About First Love Fellowship
Our Mission: To reach the lost within the church, and the 

world outside the church, through Spirit-led ministries that 
foster unceasing prayer, intentional discipleship, and mission-
al living. First Love Fellowship was founded in 2019 by Niral 
and Ose Burnett. Beginning as a house church that focused 
on discipleship, FLF continually focused on building peole up 
in their relationship with God,  and assisting people in being 
disciple-makers. In 2020, FLF began to expand in the larger 
community in the Tulsa area, and began ministering to people 



who were in crisis situations. This included homeless shelters, 
recovery centers, and the strests of Tulsa. During that same 
year, FLF expanded to additional house churches in Maryland 
and later, Georgia.

Today, FLF reaches out to the world through church ser-
vices at several venues in the Tulsa area, Night Watch Prayer 
services, Restorative Discipleship seminars, special gatherings, 
and First Love Online Church (FLOC). As a unified team, 
each leader at Fist Love functions in the gifting and capacity 
God has given them so that the mission and purpose of Christ 
would be fulfilled in the life of everyone we reach.

Here’s what you’ll find at 

wearefirstlove.com (Scan below):
1.	 Membership form for First Love Online Church

2.	 Link to our private social network, 1Body.cc

3.	 The Audiobook of the 3:16 Journey

4.	 Catalog of podcast sermons  for First Love Online 
Church (FLOC). 



Join the FLOC
F i r s t  L o v e  O n l i n e  C h u r c h

First Love Online Church (FLOC), part of First Love Fel-
lowship, is centered around the themes of unceasing prayer, 
intentional discipleship, and living a missional life. This on-
line church community emphasizes understanding and living 
according to the Kingdom of God, discussing the laws of the 
Kingdom and how they apply to daily life. Here, we share 
teachings that aim to deepen believers’ engagement with 
biblical principles, focusing on the jurisdiction of the King-
dom and its impact on personal and communal life. We also 
discuss contemporary issues from a biblical standpoint, urging 
the church to maintain its moral and spiritual ground regard-
less of changes in the world.

FLOC’s online presence is designed to connect with believ-
ers globally, offering them spiritual nourishment and guidance 
through the challenges of modern life while grounding their 
approach in scripture.



Dive into the dynamic world of 1Body.cc, the pulsating 
heart of First Love Fellowship where believers from across 
the globe connect, grow, and transform lives together. This 
isn’t just a social network; it’s a vibrant community hub where 
you can engage in daily devotions, join live seminars, and 
participate in the church’s mission through unceasing prayer 
and intentional discipleship. Whether you’re seeking spiritual 
guidance, looking to share your faith journey, or eager to col-
laborate on missional projects, 1Body.cc offers an exhilarating 
platform to deepen your faith and impact the world.

At 1Body.cc, every click, comment, and connection is an 
opportunity to live out the Gospel in real-time. Experience 
the thrill of being part of a global movement where your voice 
matters, your growth is nurtured, and your actions can change 
lives. From cutting-edge discussions on faith and culture to 
hands-on ministry involvement, 1Body.cc is where the body 
of Christ comes alive online, pushing the boundaries of tradi-
tional fellowship into a realm where every member can truly 
make a difference. Join us, and let’s revolutionize the way we 
do church together.
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